
Herbie’s 53rd Anniversary Celebration 
As with any event, there are continuous questions asked from people who have not 

been following the progress leading up to the event, or simply have gotten confused 

somewhere down the line with what has been published.  The best sources for current 

information is either the website at www.herbies53rdanniversary.com, or the Facebook 

page that can be found at https://www.facebook.com/groups/Herbies53rd.  However, 

here are some of the more common questions being asked.  If you do not find the 

answer you are looking for in these three locations, please feel free to drop me a line.  

Use the contact page on the website or PM me from Facebook. 

1. What is Herbie’s 53rd Anniversary Celebration? 

2. Why is it being held in Florida? 

3. When is it and why? 

4. Who can attend? 

5. What can we expect at the event? 

6. What is it going to cost to attend? 

7. How can I register? 

8. Must I pre-pay? 

9. Can I bring a non-VW? 

10. Who can run laps at Daytona International Speedway? 

11. What will the laps consist of? 

12. Will I be allowed into the Speedway to take photo’s and/or video footage? 

13. Isn’t Florida hot in April?  Will we be indoors? 

14. How about Hotels.  Will we all be staying at the same hotel? 

15. How about camping.  What is available? 

16. Why are we not going to Disney and/or Central Florida? 

17. Can I contribute towards the event even though I cannot make it personally? 

18. Will there be any stars at the event? 

19. Will there be a showing of one of the Herbie movies? 

20. How about sponsors?  Can’t we find some sponsors that would help with costs? 

21. What happens if the event is cancelled? 

22. What will be done with extra money that may have been accumulated? 

  

http://www.herbies53rdanniversary.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Herbies53rd


1. What is Herbie’s 53rd Anniversary Celebration? 

 

This event was asked for by many of the people who attended Herbie’s 50th 

Anniversary in Orlando in March of 2019 as well as many who could not make it 

at the time.  It is meant to be a celebration of the 53rd year since the release of 

The Love Bug on the big screen by Walt Disney.  It is simply a bunch of Herbie 

owners and enthusiasts getting together to have a good time together, share 

their cars, stories, etc., and swap collectible items they have collected over the 

years.   (Return to questions) 

 

2. Why is it being held in Florida? 

 

We started the process in early 2020 by doing an on-line survey of where people 

would like to have this event.  Thirteen locations around the country from 

Northern California to Central Florida were provided as options based on other 

activities such as car show, location, time of year, etc.  The Daytona area was 

overwhelmingly chosen as the preferred location.   (Return to questions) 

 

3. When is it and why? 

 

Various dates were offered as a result of the survey talked about in No. 2 above 

based on what activities were going on around the country.  Daytona was asked 

what dates close to the March anniversary date of Herbie’s first showing would 

we possibly be able to use the Daytona International Speedway and April 3, 

2022, a Sunday, was available and booked at that time.  The event will begin on 

March 31, 2022 and run until Sunday, April 3, 2022. It will be a four day weekend 

celebration.   (Return to questions) 

 

4. Who can attend? 

 

Although the event is primarily meant for Herbie owners, it is open to anyone who 

is a fan or simply wants to tag along.  Of course, Herbie’s get the grand treatment 

as far as parking, pictures, etc., but any VW, VW powered vehicle or even 

domestic/imported cars are welcome.  Only VW or VW powered vehicles will be 

allowed in the display area during the car show that will be held on Saturday, 

April 2, 2022.   (Return to questions)   

 

5. What can we expect at the event? 

 

The event will be over a four-day period starting on March 31, 2022 and running 

through the early afternoon on Sunday, April 3, 2022.  We will start off meeting at 



the St. Augustine Auto Museum in St. Augustine on Thursday, March 31, 2022 

starting around noon for those who can make it so that we can enjoy the 100 plus 

cars in this fine collection as well as meeting in their social hall so that we can get 

to know each other better, get instructions on the rest of the weekend, answer 

last minute questions and have dinner together. 

 

On Friday, April 1, 2022, we will start off the morning at sunrise going onto the 

beaches of Daytona for some really special pictures, video, and yes, even 

spending some time in the surf for those who care to.  We will leave the beach 

before noon and go to our second destination for the day, Destination Daytona 

which is approx. 15 minutes north of the Speedway.  Here the Herbie’s will be 

parked under a massive, covered Pavilion where we will simply be able to relax, 

trade our collectibles, have a discussion or two on how some of the cars have 

been animated, and even listen to some easy listening music before having 

dinner at one of the restaurants located at that location. 

 

Saturday will be an all day car show at the Tanger Outlet Mall located about 3-4 

miles north of the Speedway.  Space is limited in Daytona, especially wide open 

areas that would accommodate a large show.  We were going to hold this show 

at the Speedway, but it was not available on Saturday and was going to cost 

close to $15k so we looked across the street at what is called One Daytona 

which has a large overflow parking lot for the Speedway as well as many shops 

and restaurants, however, there were legal issues with their sponsors and us 

promoting primarily a VW event.  Numerous other sites were considered but the 

Tanger Outlet was the best alternative.  The only problem with this location is 

that we will be limited to around 350 cars total for the car show, including any 

Herbie’s that are present.  This means that anyone who wants to be part of this 

event needs to register with a deposit as soon as possible to make sure they will 

be included.  This will be a judged VW car show and we will have a large tent set 

up for those who may want to get out of the sun and enjoy the live entertainment 

going on throughout the day. 

 

Sunday will be the grand finale with 300 cars taking their turn running laps at 

Daytona International Speedway.  All Herbie’s that have registered and prepaid a 

minimum of $50 by June 1, 2021, will be first at the track.  We will be running 

around the apron of the oval and around the Rolex 24 infield track at a maximum 

of 45 mph and will have to follow strict rules by the Daytona team in charge.  The 

cars will be passing under the Start/Finish line where pictures/video will be taken.  

There will be 4 groups of 75 cars, each group taking between 45 minutes to 1 

hour to complete the runs.  We will be limited to 300 cars maximum at this time 



which means, once again, the ones that sign-on first will be ensured a spot at the 

track.  After that, the only way you might have this opportunity is if someone was 

to not make it for some reason or wanted to sell you their spot in-line.   (Return to 

questions) 

 

6. What is it going to cost to attend? 

 

Those who want to be included in all of the Herbie related activities will be 

required to pay $150/car.  This includes access to all of the different venues 

including the beach, the Pavilion at Destination Daytona, car show, special 

commemorative items and the laps at the Speedway.  A minimum contribution of 

$50 is now being required no later than June 1st, 2021 to ensure you a spot, 

especially at the car show and track.   

 

Those who simply want to tag along may do so, but again if a contribution of $50 

is not made by June 1st, they may or may not have access to the car show or 

track.  After this date, it will be opened up to any VW or VW powered vehicle that 

wants to attend.  The assumption is that once this is really made public, the 

number of spots available on Saturday and Sunday will be filled up quickly.    

(Return to questions) 

 

7. How can I register? 

 

Registration forms for either the full Herbie Celebration and/or just the Car Show 

and Laps, can be found on the website at www.herbies53rdanniversary.com.  

Each form has a link to make it easy for you to make the minimum payments 

prior to submittal.  (Return to questions) 

 

8. Must I pre-pay? 

 

Only if you want to be ensured of a spot at the show and track.  Also, a couple of 

very special commemorative items are in process of being optimized and orders 

will be placed soon after June 1st to ensure they are made correctly and are 

available for the event.  If a contribution of $50 is not made by the time these 

items are ordered, there is a good chance that you will not receive them. Their 

retail value is around $250 and we will not be purchasing extras.  This has been 

publicized numerous times so there really is no excuse to miss this once in a 

lifetime, collectible items.   (Return to questions) 

 

9. Can I bring a non-VW? 

 

Of course you can.  We had cars of all types tag along at the 50th.  However, only 

VW’s and/or VW powered vehicles will be allowed at the car show on Saturday 

http://www.herbies53rdanniversary.com/


and VW’s will be given first chance at the track unless you have pre-registered 

and indicated you want to run some other car/vehicle at the track.  (Return to 

questions) 

 

10. Who can run laps at Daytona International Speedway? 

 

Anyone who register’s and contributes a minimum of $50 before June 1, 2021 

can run laps at the Speedway.  As of this time, we have around 130 individuals 

already registered although more than half of those have not contributed money.  

After June 1st, it will be open to ALL VW’s until we have reached our maximum 

number of 300.  VW’s will be given first chance at registering and then it will be 

opened up to any car/vehicle…  (Return to questions) 

 

 

11. What will the laps consist of? 

 

We will be running around the apron of the oval and around the Rolex 24 infield 

track at a maximum of 45 mph and will have to follow strict rules by the Daytona 

team in charge.  There will be four groups of 75 cars and each group will have 

approximately 45 minutes to one hour on the track.  Professional pictures and 

video will be taken..  All instructions given by the track safety team will have to be 

followed exactly as given or you will be asked to leave the track.  Proof of 

insurance and a drivers license will be required before any laps are made.  

(Return to questions) 

 

12. Will I be allowed into the Speedway to take photos and/or video footage? 

 

It is uncertain at this time how many people will be allowed in designated areas 

and/or in the infield.  However, we know that there will be professional pictures 

and video taken and made available to everyone who participates.  The 

Speedway has confirmed that there will be no one allowed in the stands but from 

the staging area for the cars people riding with you can, if they choose, stand 

outside of the car and will be within site of the cars as they make laps allowing 

them a chance to take personal pictures. (Return to questions) 

 

13. Isn’t Florida hot in April?  Will we be indoors? 

 

The weather in Florida in April averages I believe 63 – 80 degrees with around 4 

days of rain, and I believe a high of 86 degrees.  We will not be indoors for any of 

the car related activities except for Thursday up in St. Augustine.  We will, 

however, be under cover on Friday afternoon at Destination Daytona’s Pavilion.    

(Return to questions) 



 

 

14. How about Hotels.  Will we all be staying at the same hotel? 

 

As of this time, none of the hotels in Daytona have been taking reservations this 

far out.  We have, however, already started talking with hotels in the area and 

visiting them to see how clean, etc., they were as well as calling around to 

campgrounds, etc.  We will be blocking out rooms the same as was done for the 

50th where most of us could stay together if we wanted to.  However, everyone’s 

taste of hotels and what they can afford varies greatly.  We will block rooms at 

some of the most affordable hotels as well as mid-range pricewise.  It will then be 

up to each family/individual to determine where they might want to stay.  We will 

try to make sure the hotels selected have night cameras and possibly preferred 

parking for the Herbie’s where possible.  The best advise we can give is that you 

ensure you have a car cover for your car and that you can secure it by locking it 

at the least.  For the most part, we have never had a problem with 

vandalism/theft, but you never know.  A complete list of hotels, camp sites, etc., 

will be made available as soon as they are available. 

 

Update May 20, 2021 – We have put together a Planning Guide that includes the 

three hotels/resorts that we have contracted with for blocks of rooms, Click Here.  

We have identified two hotels as Host Hotels because of their location, parking 

and security, as well as one beach front hotel for those who would like to stay on 

the beach.  The rates given for these should be extremely competitive, however, 

if you have a question as to rates, please feel free to shop around. (Return to 

questions) 

 

15. How about camping.  What is available? 

 

As noted in No. 14 above, there are a number of RV parks in the area as well as 

some that have camping sites.  These are mentioned in the Planning Guide in 

No. 14 above.  If you have a need for a RV/camping space, you might want to 

start now in trying to make a reservation.  Most sites are filled through March and 

then it starts to thin out a little beyond that, but it’s never too early to plan.  There 

will be no camping at any of the venue sites used during the event.  (Return to 

questions) 

 

 

16. Why are we not going to Disney and/or Central Florida? 

 

It was recommended by many who came to the 50th that they would rather stay in 

one area instead of doing a lot of driving.  Daytona to Orlando would take around 

1 ½ hours on one of the most congested highways in the country.  In addition, we 

https://32c136f5-3df3-4008-bbaa-db99ca71ce14.filesusr.com/ugd/8a2315_0a693aadef724979b0a9954b52c40723.pdf


saw no need to go to Orlando again since it is believed Disney would not be as 

accommodating as they were in 2019 and the Dezer Auto Museum, although 

open, still has a way to go before they are true show quality.  It just was not 

possible to work in activities around Orlando in the time we will have together.   

(Return to questions)  

 

 

17. Can I contribute towards the event even though I cannot make it personally? 

 

Absolutely.  We have many Herbie owners and fans that would give their right 

arm for the chance to be here but there is a lot of uncertainty in our world right 

now.  Some who have already registered have told us that they may not make it 

but have contributed anyway.  Others have contributed more than asked for.  

What you do not want to do is wait too long and miss out on an opportunity to be 

part of the car show, commemorative items or Speedway.  The registrations 

forms that can be found on our website, have links where you can contribute at 

any time.  Remember, however, you need to do so before June 1st if you have 

any thought of coming and reaping the benefits of being pre-registered.   (Return 

to questions) 

 

18. Will there be any stars at the event? 

 

Of course there will be!  Every Herbie is a star in their own right.  However, there 

will not be any of the movie stars available this time around by choice.  We tried 

for a year to collect money to bring someone like Michele Lee in but fell way 

short of any reasonable amount that it would take to do so.  So, no, we will not be 

having any movie stars this time around.  (Return to questions)  

 

 

19. Will there be a showing of one of the Herbie movies? 

 

Unfortunately, it all comes down to cost once again.  Putting on an outdoor 

quality showing would have cost over $5k and since registrations and 

contributions have been running lower than expected, this feature has been 

cancelled from the plans.  (Return to questions) 

 

 

20. How about sponsors?  Can’t we find some sponsors that would help with costs? 

 

We never say never, but with over 10 years of organizing shows in Florida and 

having good relationships with many of the parts houses, car dealers, etc., in 

Central Florida, we have found it extremely difficult to get sponsors especially for 

one on shows.  We were planning on having a much larger venue for the car 



show on Saturday where we could offer special incentives to parts houses, but 

now that we are limited to 350 car spaces, this will not be possible.  We will have 

some miscellaneous vendors at the show, but they also will be limited.  Our best 

hope at this time is a local VW dealership in Daytona just across the street from 

the Tanger Outlet Mall that has expressed interest and we are currently working 

with the Sales Manager and Owner to see how much involvement they may be 

willing to give.  We will be working hard over the next year to see what types of 

items certain businesses might be willing to contribute as door prizes, etc.   

(Return to questions) 

 

21. What happens if the event is cancelled? 

 

If for any reason the event is cancelled, all of the money contributed would be 

returned except for that which was used to purchase items such as the 

commemorative collectible items, non-refundable deposits, etc..  We do not see 

this happening for any reason, but detailed records are being kept of every dollar 

submitted.  (Return to questions) 

 

22. What will be done with extra money that may have been accumulated? 

 

Right now, it is close to breaking even although we have not accounted for any 

sponsors who might give cash or help pay for certain venue items.  This is a 

totally non-profit event and if there is any money left over it will be donated to 

cancer research.  (Return to questions) 

 

 


