Herbie’s 53rd Anniversary Celebration Extravaganza

Joaquin Garay III, a.k.a. Paco from Walt Disney’s Herbie Goes Bananas, driving the first
lap around the Daytona International Speedway, Daytona Beach, Florida.

Herbie’s 53rd Anniversary Celebration Extravaganza...
When we attended Herbie’s 50th Anniversary celebration which took place in Orlando, Florida in March of
2019, we walked away from that event telling ourselves we will never see such a gathering of the beloved
Herbie community like this ever again. Well, we are happy to announce that we did! On March 31 thru April 3,
2022, in Daytona Florida, it all came together once again and this time it was bigger and better than ever. Once
again, Gail Love from Clermont, FL along with numerous Herbie owners and fans from across the country, got
to work soon after the 50th and worked steadily on the planning for over two years.
Many ideas were thrown out to the community as to where the event might be held and 13 locations across
the US were selected as possible sites, most of them corresponding to other large VW car shows that were already on the books including Cruisin-the-Coast in Biloxi MS coast where there are normally over 9000 of various vehicles each year. The only location on the list without a car show attached was Daytona Beach, Florida.
Normally, one of the southeasts favorite shows, No Dough, which takes place just south of Daytona in Port Orange, was potentially not going to take place so that left the group with generating their own show. The list
was then put out for everyone to vote on and surprisingly, Daytona was selected as the next site.
Now Daytona Beach is a beautiful place to vacation and has great weather almost year round. It is also a favorite for many with all types of racing at the Daytona International Speedway, plenty of hotels and resorts to
choose from, and then there is always the beach. Of course, everyone wanted to run their cars on the WorldFamous Daytona International Speedway, so the first item of business was to try and make that happen if possible. It turned out that there were races going on April 1st and 2nd, but the track was not being utilized on
April 3rd. So the date was set with the idea of having all of the cars on the track that Sunday…
Now it may seem like a simple thing to do, that is contracting with the track to hold an event such as the one
being envisioned, however, it became apparent real quick that the price of renting the facility even for one day
was prohibitive. However, it was discovered that they would allow us to run the cars on the track as controlled
Parade Laps at a reasonable cost, so the planning began.
The next year and a half was spent trying to find locations and exciting things for the group to do, along with
getting blocks of rooms reserved at a number of hotels/resorts, finding places to eat, legal contracts signed,
liability insurance purchased and so much more. Those involved in the planning had to know approximately
how many people were willing to commit to coming since the Corona Virus was still going strong and had many
still locked down, so pre-registration was started and as you can imagine, there were many hesitant to commit.
Well, to make a long story short, everything came together with hundreds of Herbie owners and fans across the
US, Canada and Europe, as well as other VW owners and even some unique American made cars attending the
event.

Day One...
In order to get the event off to a good start, the first day started at the Classic Car Museum of St. Augustine, FL.
The Facility is a 30,000 sq ft special events space, museum and classic car storage facility located in the Nation’s Oldest City, St. Augustine. The owner and host, Sidney Hobbs, was gracious enough to let the group use
his facility and event hall so that everyone could come together and get to know one another as well as to
check-in for registration, get a good first look at many of the cars that had come, swap stories, have dinner and
then take a easy cruise down Florida’s costal highway, A1A, for some classic pictures along the ocean.

Although the museum is made up primarily of American made cars, Volkswagens are always welcomed with
many VW shows taking place at the museum throughout the year. The Herbie’s filled the entire front of the
museum and it was here that the group got their first look at a very
special piece of hardware, the deck lid off one members Herbie
NASCAR build, that was brought all the way from Iowa by the owner, Corey Seibert, so that it could be autographed by everyone at
the event and presented to the family of Deana Flanagan who was
killed in her Herbie just a couple of weeks prior to the event. Deana
was an enormous fan and had planned for over a year to be in Daytona the entire week with family and was going all out to make it a
very special occasion. Many had met her at the 50th and she was
loved by everyone.

The day started off around noon and
ran until around 5:00pm before the
group started the drive down A1A.
Unfortunately, the weather was not
cooperating, and there was a torrential rain that started around that time
and lasted for several hours which
made pictures down the Atlantic impossible. However, everyone did their
best to stay in groups and the evening
ended in Daytona where everyone headed back to their hotels for the evening and simply hanging out with
each other until late in the evening.

Day Two…
Day two started off with a great breakfast being served at the Hard Rock Resort in Daytona Beach. Still having a
little overcast, the group was served in one of the beautiful meeting halls of the resort with a balcony that went
out overlooking the ocean. There was more food than the group could eat including all types of breads, fresh
fruit, eggs, and more bacon than we have ever seen. The room was beautifully decorated by the staff including

a very special welcome display in the main lobby. Breakfast lasted around two hours and we had a few additional families join us who could not make the car museum on Thursday. The main reason the group started off
with breakfast was that high tide was right around 9:00 am and during high tides, most beach access by car is
limited. Yes, Daytona is one place in the country where you can actually drive on the beach.

By 10:00 am, the group received reports that the access ramps were again beginning to open to traffic and the
sky started to clear making for a beautiful sunny day. Everyone headed for their cars and headed down A1A to
the next stop of the day, Crabby
Joe's Deck & Grill which is located
on the only pier that can be driven
under on the beach. The reason for
this location was to get some really
iconic pictures of the cars on the
beach and for some to experience
the ocean for the very first time.
There Herbies that could make it,
filled hundreds of feet of the pure
white sand making for some really great pics. Some choose not to bring their cars on the beach due to the salt,
but overall everyone was there to enjoy several hours of pure fun in the sun.

Of course, the talk on the beach that day was that this
was the largest car gathering of it’s kind that anyone
could remember. The cars were awesome and beach
goers along with individuals in the adjacent resorts and
pier could not get enough of the cars coming out to get
their own pictures and talk with the owners. But the
day was not over. The third stop of the day was at
Bruce Rossmyer’s Destination Daytona, a favorite for all
type of events. Destination Daytona is home of the
countries largest Harley Davidson dealership and has a 33,000 sq.ft. open pavilion where all of the Herbie’s and
fans could park their cars for everyone to enjoy as well as hold the first official swap meet and sell any Herbie
items they might have. It was also time to reveal the special commemorative items that were made for the
event attendees. These items were discussed over the year leading up to the event but were kept a secret to
keep everyone in suspense. There were two items specially designed and fabricated made out of pure K9 Crystal, meant to be limited edition, one-of-a-kind collectibles that everyone would want.

The first was item was an 8 inch tall octagon
with three high profile Herbie’s on the front
with Junkie #10 from the movies “Herbie The
Love Bug” and “Herbie Rides Again” in the
center and the words “You want to know the
secret of the little car?... I’ll tell you the secret of the little car, it’s heart... all heart…”
which was spoken by Buddy Hackett
(Tennessee Steinmetz) in The Love Bug. The
second item was truly a one-of-a-kind item
being a solid 8X8X12cm K9crystal with a highly detailed 3D Herbie model created by none
other than Herbie owner Marcel Render from
Germany, laser burned on the inside. Marcel was not able to make this event due to scheduling conflicts, but
everyone remembers him well from the 50th. Day two ended with dinner and some simple down time getting
ready for day three.

The two commemorative items given to all pre-registered Herbie owners/fans.

Day Three…
Day three was a special judged car show put together primarily to recognize the Herbie’s that traveled
across the country and Canada and was held at the Tanger Outlet in Daytona Beach. Pre-registration
was required and there were over 45 classes and over 325 vehicles registered including other American made muscle cars and even some Model T’s that were scheduled to run the Daytona Speedway
with the Herbies on Sunday. However, due to the threat of heavy storms in the area that afternoon,
there were only several hundred in attendance. Most of the Herbie’s were there with somewhere
close to 50 cars in attendance.
All of the Herbies were located in the center of the show area and there was a large 2400 sq. ft. tent
set up for people to get out of the sun and to enjoy some great music from one of the best duo’s in
Central Florida, The Dukes out of Orlando who have been keeping the music from the 50’s and 60’s

alive by singing a unique blend of Doo Wop and Rock & Roll. The event once again had one of their favorite
movie stars, Joaquin Garay III, a.k.a. Paco from Herbie Goes Bananas, join them from California for both Saturday and Sunday. Joaquin was available for pictures and autographs throughout the day along with a local favorite, Charlie Estepp, a stunt car drive from Herbie Fully Loaded. We first met Charlie at Don Garlits Racing
Museum in 2019 and everyone enjoyed having him around to talk with once again.

The show was interrupted in the early afternoon by heavy storms in the area but not before a number of special items were given away at the stage including a personalized signed banner which featured none other than
Joaquin. Because of the storms and a glitch in the electronic judging, over 100 beautiful winner trophies, also
made from K9 crystal, had to be shipped out to the winners after the event. However, everyone who received
one now owns a piece of history.

Since the show ended early, everyone set out for
a relaxing dinner with friends before getting together one more time at the Homewood Suites
across the street from the Daytona Speedway for
a personal one-on-one interview with Joaquin
Garay. The interview ended with an open mike
session so that anyone with personal questions
could ask them. Who would ever believe that
little Paco was allergic to Bananas...

Day Four…
What better way to start the final day of the event than to show up at the Daytona International
Speedway (DIS) prepared to run laps around the world famous track which included the Rolex 24 hour
road course. Starting at 8:00am, cars started to arrive. First, primarily the Herbies and other VW’s
that had registered, then numerous American made cars including the muscle cars (Corvette’s, Dodge
Challenger’s, a Hellcat, etc.), and a
number of Model T’s. No one ever
made a complete count of the cars,
but there were probably 300 plus
with the majority being VW.
Everyone was lined up in groups of
around 75 cars so that they could be
let onto the track at one time behind
a DIS pace car. The cars were not
allowed on the steep banks of the
track due to the low speed runs being
made but many found that even the bank at the start/finish line was a thrill of a lifetime. Each group
made an average 3 laps around the track for a total of almost eleven miles.
Of course each car could have as many individuals riding along we would fit in the car and many included children and grandchildren. Go Pro’s were running along with every digital camera on the
track and thousands of pictures were taken, enough to last a lifetime. Besides our own photographers, there was also a professional track photographer at the track, Dave Green, who took some fabulous pictures and someone stationed at the start/finish line to catch each car as they passed that famous point on the track. To close out the event, all of the Herbie’s were allowed to make one last set
of laps all together for a fabulous finish to the day. Joaquin started the laps at the track by driving the
very first car on the track and finished by riding in the very last car flying the American flag.
There are simply way too many pictures to do this event justice, but here are a few more just to make
everyone aware of what a fabulous event this was. We don’t know when there might be another, but
we are definitely looking forward to being
there…

Crossing the Start/Finish Line

Did anyone say let’s race...

New and Old - Father/Daughter Time

Everyone had a chance on the track

Composite Photo Of All 53 Herbies On The Track At Daytona International Speedway

